Raising the Mary Rose

Notes from a talk by Philip Baker at the meeting2zdnJune 2009.

Philip Baker was one of a large team of voluntéeerd who worked on the wreck of the Mary Rosejmuhis
holidays and in his spare time, over a three yedpg. Philip surprised most people in his audienben he
explained that each diver working on the projeerdg@ limited time underwater and the average fona dive
was only 25 minutes. The divers worked about 40dee/n. A grid of pipes had been placed just alibee
wreck so that each diver could concentrate on wagrki small section of the grid, taking to care &asure and
identify everything they found within that smalkcsien. They recorded their finds while they weri#é ahder
the water using waterproof paper and a wooden pdtance Charles was one of the volunteers andivrezl
on the wreck about 8 or 9 times.

Philip showed the audience photographs of theaotethat he, and others, found on the wreck apthieed
how these artefacts had been analysed and preséer@d originally made from iron had perished oWver
years, but many wooden ones remained intact. Tret mi@resting aspect of Philip’s talk was wherghge us
an understanding of how our*16entury ancestors would have lived and worked. détails of their everyday
lives became apparent when he explained the caonkidrawn by the teams of experts who had stuthed
items found on the wreck.

The audience were amazed by the talents of thesorah who had made these items without the beroéfitse
technology that has developed over the centuriesd&n bowls and tankards that had been retriesd fine
wreck were made in perfect proportion. More fasiiintg if somewhat macabre, finds included the Hiarri
“tools” found in the barber/surgeon’s chest andretie remains of head lice found on a comb.

About The Mary Rose.

Henry VIII set about an intensive programme of hagarmament soon after he inherited the thronen&taed
one of these new ships after his favourite sidflary, and the family emblem, the Tudor rose. TheyMRose
was completed around 1511 and subsequently tookrnpamumber of battles soon after her launchefhany
years of active service, the Mary Rose was suljeatsubstantial refit in 1536 but was later sunkig" July
1545 during an engagement with a French invasast fust two kilometres from Portsmouth harboue $fas
not sunk by enemy fire, but met her fate soon aftting sail following a combination of events€eTinain
cause of the disaster was the lack of stabilitshefship resulting from design faults and overlogdiAfter the
refit, the lower guns were only 18 inches abovewtaéer level and on the day the ship went downpthel
crew of 240 had been increased by a large numiheddiers until there was a total of 700 peopleboard,
overloading the ship. There is still much debateualbhe reasons why, but water came inside theastipshe
quickly went down. Not only was the ship lost, botmore than 20 people survived the disaster.

Between 1979 and 1982, the ship was excavatedheneinaining hull was prepared for recovery. Dutheg
excavation, 25,000 “finds” were brought ashoreluding timbers that had become detached from thie ma
wreck. The remains of the Mary Rose were broughtnuft " October 1982 and work has continued ever since
to preserve the ship, plus all the items foundhatvireck site. The remains of the ship and martheartefacts
now form an amazing exhibition which is open to pllic at Portsmouth Naval Docks. The exhibiti@tl h
includes film shows of each stage of the recovemgconstruction of part of the ship and an explanaf 16"
century social history. It is well worth a visitahy members are in the vicinity of Portsmouth.
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